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Quarreling is like cutting water with a sword.  Chinese Proverb
Every quarrel begins in nothing and ends in a struggle for supremacy. 

Elbert Hubbard
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK

3 not quarrelsome …. 1 Timothy 3:3 (NKJV)
3 peaceable ... 1 Timothy 3:3 (NASB)
3 not quarrelsome …. 1 Timothy 3:3 (NIV)

3 not a brawler … 1 Timothy 3:3 (KJV)
( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK

Not Quarrelsome.  The Greek word here (amachos) is used only twice in the New Testament; here and in Titus 3:2.  It means that a person doesn’t easily fall prey to arguments; he isn’t thin-skinned or easily provoked; he isn’t contentious or quarrelsome; he abstains from arguing, competing and debating; he does not engage in a war of words,  or in wrangling or disputing.
( Consulting With SCHOLARS
As we head into this study we may ask, “What, again?”  Paul certainly seems to be driving home a point!  In his list of godly qualities, he has said that a man must be temperate (in control of his emotions), not violent (a striker or bruiser), not quick-tempered (Titus 1:7), not given to wine (carrying the connotation of being a brawler), and he must be gentle.  Now once again, in this study, we see he must not be quarrelsome but be peaceable.

The use of “a” means a negative of the root word (i.e., amuse means not to think, and apathy means without passion).  The root word here is “macho” which means to fight, combat, or strive and carries with it the connotation of being tough.  Years ago, the word “macho” carried over into Latin languages and is in widespread use today as meaning a “tough guy who is always right and never engages in sissy stuff, which includes religion.”  Many churches in Spanish countries are filled with women and children, but not men, because they don’t want to be seen as being “amachos.”
One great signs of a false teacher is that they love to argue (see 1 Timothy 6:3-5).  Bible college and seminary students are known for this sin even as they pursue godliness.  Sometimes even pastors, Christian authors and professors, in the name of “contending for the faith,” fall prey to a divisive and quarrelsome spirit; they are actually competing for leadership of the faith.  This has been the hallmark of Christian fundamentalism for the past five decades.  Men of character and influence must be mild-mannered, and their positions on doctrine must be bathed in graciousness.
Not a brawler (v. 3e). Pastors must be peacemakers, not troublemakers. This does not mean they must compromise their convictions, but that they must “disagree” without being “disagreeable.” Short tempers do not make for long ministries. Bible Exposition Commentary
He must be patient, and not a brawler, of a mild disposition. Christ, the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls, is so. Not apt to be angry or quarrelsome; as not a striker with his hands, so not a brawler with his tongue; for how shall men teach others to govern their tongues who do not make conscience of keeping them under good government themselves?  Matthew Henry’s Commentary



· Points FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers.
Many Bible churches tend to appoint men for eldership who are believers who have been around a while, are successful in business, and have good kids.  Pebblestone Bible Church is no exception.  Tom is president of his own company and loves being the “top dog.”  At church, he was always sharp looking, had a broad smile, and was gracious and well-spoken.

Six months ago, Tom became an elder.  He was now on a panel with eight other peers.  The elders were considering plans to construct a building addition for their expanding children’s ministries.  To everyone’s delight, Tom seemed to be quite an analyst.  He reviewed every aspect of the project, and had a long list of suggestions to change the design.  He even submitted a plan to scrap the proposed project and construct one of his own designs at the far end of the building.  

When the elders decided to stay with the original plan, Tom’s smile became wooden, and from then on, he seemed to take the opposite point of view from everyone else on the board unless ideas were his to begin with.  It was a difficult two months before the plans were approved, and most of the votes ended up as 8 to 1.  Tom was the 1, and he charged that the board was full of nothing but “yes men.”
· What might be Tom’s root problem?
· How do attributes like selfish ambition, insecurity, and bitterness affect teamwork?

· How would you help Tom to not be contentious, but also not be a “yes man?”
· Tom needs to know some key differences between a business and a volunteer organization like a church.  What are they?

· What activities could the elders do together to build teamwork?

Gene is the youth leader at church.  A recent Bible school graduate, he loves the Lord, loves God’s Word and loves kids.  Gene expresses concern to you that his kids don’t contribute much during the youth discussion time.  When you bring up this issue with Sasha, who is in the youth, she replies, “That’s because like we’re never right.  Like almost everything we say like about the Bible, like Gene shoots it down.  Like who needs the grief?”
· What would you encourage Sasha to do?

· Does Gene have a serious heart problem here, or how would you assess the problem?
· What might you say to Gene?

( MY TO DO LIST
On a scale of 1 to 10, how competitive am I?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Not competitive
	Very competitive


What are things in my past (parents, circumstances, peers, training) that cause me to be at that level of competitiveness?

Do I have selfish ambition, insecurity, or bitterness in my life that would make me more likely to argue, and debate with others?
How well do I emotionally handle a conversation in which a different theological view is expressed?

Have I offended specific people by my contentiousness?

What three specific things can I do to overcome a quarrelsome, competitive spirit?

1.

2.

3.
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Not Quarrelsome (Peaceable)





Blessed are the peacemakers.


Matthew 5:9





Be of the same mind toward one another.  Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.﻿ … ﻿If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.


Romans 12: 16, 18











