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All happy families are alike, but each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way. 

—Leo Tolstoy 
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK

4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church of God?); 1 Timothy 3:4-5 (NKJV)
4 He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 1 Timothy 3:4-5 (NIV)
4 He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity 5 (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?), 1 Timothy 3:4-5 (NASB95)

The relationship of the elder to his children has been emphasized in the three different translations above to draw our attention to the fact 1) They are in agreement with each other in 1 Timothy 3 2) To remind us of Titus 1:6, which, although addressing what appears to be the same qualification, has been translated with enough variation between the NKJV, NIV, and NASB to cause some disagreement amongst scholars.
…having faithful children not accused of dissipation or insubordination. Titus 1:6b (NKJV)
…a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. Titus 1:6b (NIV)
… having children who believe, not accused of dissipation or rebellion. Titus 1:6b (NASB95)

While the NKJV seems to convey the same idea in both passages, both the NIV and NASB seem to place upon the elder the additional requirement of having ‘children who believe.’ We will look at both verses in greater depth in our next two sections.

( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK

Rule (proistemi). In most of our minds the word ‘rule’ probably generates the impression of a dictatorship. In this verse the word ‘manage’ (NIV, NASB) is certainly preferable, since the Greek word has the idea of superintending, protecting, and attending to (Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon). 

Submission (hupotage). This Greek word occurs only four times in the NT and carries the idea of obedience.

Reverence (semnotes). The idea conveyed by this word is that children’s obedience should be won by an authority that commands respect. Parents should be worthy of the honour shown them by their children.

Ephesians 6:1-3 best communicates what is meant by submission and reverence and is certainly a principle that dads and moms concerned about the well-being of their children should drive home.

Faithful (NKJV) and believe (NASB and NIV) are derived from the same Greek word (pistos). A closer look in this instance does not clarify which of these translations is more accurate, but only serves to confirm that both are a possibility. [1 trusty, faithful. 1a of persons who show themselves faithful in the transaction of business, the execution of commands, or the discharge of official duties. 1b one who kept his plighted faith, worthy of trust. 1c that can be relied on. 2 easily persuaded. 2a believing, confiding, trusting. 2b in the NT one who trusts in God’s promises. 2b1 one who is convinced that Jesus has been raised from the dead. 2b2 one who has become convinced that Jesus is the Messiah and author of salvation.
]

( Consulting With SCHOLARS
1 Timothy 3:4-5:

3:4 In order to be recognized as an overseer, a man must rule his own house well, having his children in submission to him. This qualification would apply as long as a man’s children are living in his home. After they have gone off and started to raise their own families, there would no longer be the same opportunity for demonstrating this subjection. If a man rules his own house well, he will avoid the extremes of undue harshness and of unrighteous leniency. 

3:5 The argument here is clear. Unless a man shows fitness to rule his own home, how will he ever expect to take care of the church of God? In his own home, the number of persons is comparatively small. They are all related to him, and most of the members are very much younger than he. In the church, on the other hand, the numbers are apt to be much greater, and with this increase in numbers there goes a corresponding diversity of temperaments. It is obvious that if a man is unfit to rule in the smaller sphere, he would be clearly disqualified for the larger. 
 
A godly family (vv. 4–5). This does not mean that a pastor must be married, or, if married, must have children. However, marriage and a family are probably in the will of God for most pastors. If a man’s own children cannot obey and respect him, then his church is not likely to respect and obey his leadership. For Christians, the church and the home are one. We should oversee both of them with love, truth, and discipline. The pastor cannot be one thing at home and something else in church. If he is, his children will detect it, and there will be problems. The words “rule” and “ruleth” in 1 Timothy 3:4–5 mean “to preside over, to govern,” and suggest that a pastor is the one who directs the business of the church. (Not as a dictator, of course, but as a loving shepherd—1 Peter 5:3.) The word translated “take care of” in 1 Timothy 3:5 suggests a personal ministry to the needs of the church. It is used in the Parable of the Good Samaritan to describe the care given to the injured man (Luke 10:34–35).
 

Titus 1:6
“Having faithful children” (v. 6b). Faithful means “believing.” The bishop’s children should be Christians. After all, if a servant of God cannot win his own children to Christ, what success can he expect with outsiders? This is the same principle Paul emphasized to Timothy (1 Tim. 3:5)—Christian living and Christian service must begin at home. The children in an elder’s home must not only be saved, but must be good examples of obedience and dedication. To be accused of “riot” [wild living] or disobedience [“unruly,” unable to be ruled] would disqualify their father from the eldership. This applies, of course, to children still at home, under the authority of their father (Wiersbe, W. W. The Bible exposition commentary).
Faithful Children. “Faithful” is always used in the NT of believers and never for unbelievers, so this refers to children who have saving faith in Christ and reflect it in their conduct. Since 1 Timothy 3:4 requires children to be in submission, it may be directed at young children in the home, while this text looks at those who are older (MacArthur, J. The MacArthur Study Bible).
Faithful children: Not only should the man have a good relationship with his wife, he should also have children who demonstrate faithfulness to God. If a man has children who reject the ways of God, this reflects on the father’s ability to lead others outside his home. This rule would apply to children who are not yet fully grown, but possibly not to adult children. (Nelson Study Bible)
The idea here of “faithful children” means believing children. If a man cannot lead his own children to the Lord, he ought not to be an officer in the church. Please do not misunderstand me. I recognize that today in many wonderful Christian homes there is a son or daughter who is away from the Lord and who gives no evidence of godly upbringing. A man may be a fine, godly man who has a wonderful Christian home, and he may not be guilty of anything that caused that boy or girl to turn from Christ, but he should not be an officer in the church. As an officer in the church, he might be called upon to make a judgment about someone else. That person in turn could point his finger and say, “What about you? What about your son, your daughter? What right have you to talk to me?” For the cause of Christ and for the sake of the office, an officer in the church must have believing, obedient children.

(McGee, J. V. Thru the Bible commentary)
· Points FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers.
Pastor Jim has been your pastor for almost ten years. You have served with him on the elder board for the last three years. All three his children have professed Christ as Saviour. Over the last three months however his eldest daughter Jane (17) has been going through what he describes as a ‘rebellious phase.’ Tears well up in his eyes as he explains to you one afternoon that she has recently moved out of home, is living with a friend of hers, and has been using illicit drugs. Sadly people in the church have been talking about Jane, and also cast doubt on Pastor Jim’s ability to lead the church. What should you and Pastor Jim do next?
Rodger is a godly man who has proven faithful to your local church for the last 10 years. He is married with 2 sons aged 14 and 8. Both of them are always courteous and well behaved and their love and respect for their dad is obvious. The eldest son has accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour and is active in the youth group, but the younger boy has not yet come to saving faith. Is Rodger eligible for election as an elder? Why or why not?
Ian has been faithfully serving in your church for a considerable period of time. As far as you are concerned he has all the qualifications to serve as an elder or deacon. He has 2 children both married and living I a nearby town. His relationship with both of them is a little strained. Under his roof they always submitted to his authority and spiritual leadership, but once they got married, they began to drift away from the Lord. Ian shares with you that they recently stopped attending church altogether. He was particularly concerned about his eldest son who seemed to be having marital problems, and also about his little grandchild who was growing up in an unstable, ungodly home.
( MY TO DO LIST
1. A number of excellent books have been written to help us be better fathers, and let’s face it we need all the help we can get. If you are a dad or planning to be one, why don’t you read one of the following:

a. Shepherding a child’s heart by Ted Tripp.

b. Dad in the mirror by Patrick Morley.

c. She calls me daddy by Robert Wolgemuth

d. Bringing up boys by James Dobson

2. Patrick Morley says that the average income American dad spends 37 seconds a day with his children. How much time are you spending with yours? Purpose to make each of your children special by taking them out individually for a milkshake, to the zoo, on a picnic, or to a sporting event. 
3. Are you the spiritual head of your home? Remember that God holds you responsible for spiritual direction in the lives of your children. Although there are exceptions, wayward children are usually a sign of a dad who has sent his children mixed messages regarding his faith, or has been too busy to send them any message at all.

4. Pray, pray, pray – for your children’s salvation, strength of character, and your role in helping them to become godly men and women.
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Manages his own house well
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