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‘It’s a shame that when success turns a person’s head it does not also wring his neck just a little.’
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK

not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. 1Tim.3:6 (NKJV)
He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 1 Tim 3:6 (NIV)
and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 1 Tim 3:6 (NASB95)
An elder must not be a new Christian, because he might be proud of being chosen so soon, and the Devil will use that pride to make him fall. 1 Tim 3:6 (NLT)

( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK

Novice (neophutos). This word is the compound of two Greek words: (neos) which refers to one recently born, and a derivative of (phuo), which, describes the tendency of most new born/newly planted creatures and plants to spring up or shoot forth. Isn’t this an accurate description of many new converts? Many of us can probably recall quite clearly our early days as Christians. No doubt there were certain aspects of those early days that overwhelmed us – the joy of knowing Jesus as Saviour; the undeniable peace in our hearts; and zeal to share our faith. But there were almost certainly things that we are glad are in the past – our tendency to be overzealous and even offensive; uncertainty regarding even some of the fundamental doctrines of our faith; and a testimony which was sometimes undermined by the discrepancy between our walk and talk.
Puffed up with pride (tuphoo). The Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon explains that to be puffed up with pride is the same as being blinded by pride or conceit. A good English equivalent is the word, ‘insolent,’ which, describes someone who shows contempt in their speech and conduct (in the case of the new convert, despite the fact that they are ill – equipped to do so.) 
( Consulting With SCHOLARS
A recent convert to Christianity, or a person who is young in the faith, is not qualified to be a bishop. The work requires men of experience and understanding in the faith. The danger is that a novice might become puffed up with pride and then fall into the same condemnation as the devil. Condemnation of the devil does not mean the judgment which Satan brings on a man, but rather the judgment which fell on Satan himself because of his pride. He sought a high position for which he was not qualified, and as a result, he was brought low. 
 

Ancient leadership ideology required leaders to be tested in lower offices, to demonstrate their skills before being promoted; the church in Ephesus had existed for over a decade, hence the Ephesians could insist on more seasoned leaders than some other churches could.
 

“Novice” literally means “one newly planted,” referring to a young Christian. Age is no guarantee of maturity, but it is good for a man to give himself time for study and growth before he accepts a church. Some men mature faster than others, of course. Satan enjoys seeing a youthful pastor succeed and get proud; then Satan can tear down all that has been built up.
 


· Points FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers.
Glenn is a 45 year old man whose family have been members in your church for a number of years. He came to Christ when he was 17, but despite his 28 years as a believer has struggled to grow in his walk with the Lord. He is however a very successful businessman and a number of people in the church believe he could translate his success in business into the church, and would make a fine elder. 

Ian is a young man of 28 who has been a believer for just 7 years, but is spiritually mature beyond his years. He has diligently been using just about every opportunity to grow, and the change in his life has been obvious. He is happily married with a little girl of 6 months and is over the moon with the recent purchase of his home in a middle – income suburb in the city. You have decided that you need to add an elder to your team. Which of these men is better qualified for the task? Or do you think you should keep on looking? 
In his book ‘Finishing Strong,’ Steve Farrar says that we have a tendency to focus on people’s giftedness when looking for men and women to minister in the church. Do you agree with his statement? What should we rather be looking for?

One of your youth leaders excitedly approaches you about a young lady that has recently professed Christ during a youth meeting. He heard that you were going to have a testimony evening in two weeks and thinks it would be a great idea if she shared how she came to saving faith. How would you respond?
( MY TO DO LIST
1. In reality all of us struggle with pride. We often think that we can do better than others with a variety of tasks. We even think that we can do better than God. Spend some time this week in quiet confession before the Lord, and in thinking on Scriptures like Jeremiah 13:17, Philippians 2:3 and Galatians 5:26.
2. Study the effect of pride in the lives of the following biblical characters:
a. Ahithophel. 2Sa 17:23. 
b. Hezekiah. 2Ch 32:25   

c. Haman. Es 3:5. 

d. Nebuchadnezzar Dan. 5 :20

e. Belshazzar Dan. 5:22-30

f. Herod Acts 12:21-23
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