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‘The lectures you deliver may be wise and true;

But I’d rather get my lesson by observing what you do.’ 

Edgar A. Guest
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK

Moreover he must have a good testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the ﻿ ﻿snare of the devil. 1 Timothy 3:7 (NKJV)

And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 1 Timothy 3:7 (NASB)

﻿ He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. 1 Timothy 3:7 (NIV) 

( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK

Good testimony/reputation. (Kalos marturia). The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament explains that the word kalos, translated ‘good’ in our bibles, indicates a philosophical sense of “right,” “orderly,” or “excellent,” manifested in such things as right conduct, correct teaching, and a proper attitude to the world.
 This ought to characterize our testimony, witness or reputation.
Outside. (Exothen). The NASB in this instance helps us to understand who Paul is referring to. It points out that these people are outside the church i.e. unbelievers. Those that lead God’s people must not only have a good reputation with those that are the church, but those outside it as well.
( Consulting With SCHOLARS
One of the toughest challenges that leaders face, is that they are continuously under the scrutiny of others. Christians watch their leaders because the writer to the Hebrews (13:7) told them to imitate their faith. Unbelievers watch them for all together different reasons. Have you ever done something that missed God’s standard and heard those damning words, “And you call yourself a Christian!” It is a given that there will be times that we fail, but the overall opinion that others have of us should still be good.
Without a good testimony, a man becomes subject to the accusations of men and the snare of the devil. The accusations may come from believers and unbelievers alike. The snare of the devil is the trap which Satan lays for those whose lives are not consistent with their profession. Once he has caught men in this trap, he holds them up to ridicule, scorn, and contempt. 
 

Does he pay his bills? Does he have a good reputation among unsaved people with whom he does business? (C.f. Colossians 4:5 and 1 Thessalonians  4:12).
 

Paul’s thought here seems to be that church leaders, as representatives of the congregation, are constantly susceptible to the snares of the devil (cf. 2 Tim. 2:26). Satan likes nothing better than to disgrace God’s work and God’s people by trapping church leaders in sin before a watching world. It is important therefore that overseers achieve and maintain a good reputation before unbelievers. 
 


· Points FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers.
In the build up to your Annual General Meeting Jack Jones was nominated for the position of elder by someone in the congregation. Jack is a good man, but you have noticed that he has a nasty habit of always being late. If the prayer meeting starts at 7 p.m. Jack will arrive at 7:10. When the praise leader opens in song, Jack is still in the parking lot 90% of the time.  Because you both play tennis on the weekends, you know that this is something that Jack is also guilty of outside the church. Does Jack’s persistent lack of punctuality disqualify him?

Richard is a young man in your church with a real heart for the lost. Two weeks ago he was invited by some of his unsaved friends to go and watch a movie at the mall. When he arrived there he found out it was a film with a 16 age restriction for violence and nudity. Embarrassed to pull out at the last minute he watched the movie. Retrospectively he feels that he might have made a mistake. How would you advise him and what tips would you give him for the future?
Before coming to Christ, Paul was involved in a fraudulent business deal from which he benefited enormously. He was never brought to book for his crime. For the last 3 years he has been attending your church faithfully and you see great potential for him to take up a leadership position in the future. His past was a mystery to you but it has clearly been nagging at Paul who spills the beans when you discuss the promise you have seen in him. He says that he is tired of pretending that nothing is wrong and tired of the accusatory stares he gets from his ex-partner each time he sees him in the street. What would you advise Paul to do next? 
( MY TO DO LIST
1. Do you have a problem being on time? Many consider a lack of punctuality a fundamental sign of disrespect and as a result a hindrance to a meaningful friendship or relationship. Whom are we really being disrespectful to when we are repeatedly late for church? Purpose to do everything in your power to be on time!
2. A bad reputation is often a sign of a life that lacks discipline. Do you have a problem completing tasks you’ve started; not carrying through on promises you’ve made; habitually missing payments that are due? Link up with a friend who hopefully doesn’t have the same difficulties to keep you accountable in these areas.
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