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“I believe the Bible is the best gift God has ever given to man. All the good from the Saviour of the world is communicated to us through this book.” Abraham Lincoln
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK

“holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.” Titus 1:9 (NKJV)

﻿“holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.” Titus 1:9 (NASB)

“He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.” Titus 1:9 (NIV)
( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK

Sound doctrine. The Greek word for sound, hygiainō, literally means to be well or in good health. When used in conjunction with doctrine didaskalia (teaching, instruction), it is used metaphorically to refer to a Christian whose teaching is free from error. The passage in Titus 1:9 says that the leader must be able to use sound doctrine to accomplish 2 tasks: exhort and refute. The first task is a ministry to believers. The word exhort is derived from parakaleo, a word that is similar to the word that Jesus uses in John 14 to describe the role of the Holy Spirit (parakletos). It refers to the leader’s responsibility to console, encourage, strengthen, and comfort. The second task may be directed at unbelievers, false teachers, or errant believers who contradict the truth. The leader is to refute (elegcho) their teaching. He is to call them to account for what they have said, and demand an explanation.
( Consulting With SCHOLARS
It is clear from this requirement of leaders that they should know the Scriptures well. A doctor is unable to make a diagnosis, give the necessary counsel and prescribe the required therapy unless he is familiar with the symptoms and prognosis of a particular disease. Similarly leaders are unable to effectively come alongside believers to exhort them, or recognize error and refute it unless they are familiar with what the Bible teaches.

· The Believer’s Bible Commentary says that a godly leader “must hold tenaciously to the spiritually healthful doctrines taught by the Lord Jesus and the apostles which have been preserved for us in the NT. Only then will he be able to give the saints a balanced diet of sound doctrine, and silence those who speak against the truth.” 

· According to Paul, an elder is a conservator of the truth, one who must understand it, hold it fast; (16) encourage others by teaching it; and (17) refute those who oppose it. To be qualified as an elder a man must be a capable handler of the truth
 

· Matthew Henry explained the difficulties a leader would encounter if he was not firmly grounded in the Scriptures: That he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort, and to convince the gainsayers, to persuade and draw others to the true faith, and to convince the contrary-minded. How should he do this if he himself were uncertain or unsteady, not holding fast that faithful word and sound doctrine which should be the matter of this teaching, and the means and ground of convincing those that oppose the truth? 
 


(  POINTS FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers.
Jim is a young leader in an independent evangelical church (fundamental). Recently the pastor of a nearby Presbyterian church, where Jim’s uncle attends, asked him to fill the pulpit while he was away on holiday. Jim comes to you to ask for guidance. What would you say?

John is a missionary from a neighbouring church that is raising support to go to the mission field. Your church has not only had fellowship with John’s sending church in the past but also supported their missionaries. Recently however you learnt that their teaching pastor has become Preterist in his eschatology. Would you consider supporting John? 
The pastor of a nearby charismatic church approaches you with the surprising news that their church is struggling. He shares with you his vision that despite your differences you should join forces to have a greater impact on the community for Christ. How would you respond?

( MY TO DO LIST
1. Read your church’s Statement of Faith so that you are able to accurately represent what it teaches.
2. Pray about where the Lord would have you become involved to increase your knowledge of the bible.

3. Equip yourself to defend the Fundamentals of the Faith with Scripture.
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Able to defend sound doctrine











﻿a﻿ 2 Thess 2:15; 1 Tim 1:19; 2 Tim 1:13
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