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THE BIG PICTURE

As you may remember, Jehovah chose _________ out of all the ethnic groups of the world to be the father of a new people group, the Hebrews (later called ______), and the father of all those who would follow God by faith as Abraham did.  God changed the name of Abraham’s grandson, Isaac, to _________ (Prince with God), and so the Hebrews became known as the children of Israel or just plain “Israel.”  Jacob’s family of 70 went to stay in _________ due to a bad famine (Genesis 12-50).

Over time, the Hebrews, numbering in the millions, were considered a threat to a _________ who put them into slavery.  After 430 years in Egypt, Jehovah chose ________, a prince turned reluctant shepherd, to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt.  After _____ divinely orchestrated plagues and a miraculous parting of the Red Sea, God brought his own protected people to ___  ________ and gave them his laws … which they had broken terribly while God was giving them to Moses.  God disciplined and restored his people, and they finally built the ___________ (Book of Exodus).

NOTICE THINGS CHANGING?

People who have studied the Bible exhaustively have found that it contains several clearly defined eras.  Each era has:

1. Some new revelation from God in which he helps mankind;

2. A new dispensing of conventions (rules) by which mankind must live;

3. Mankind breaking those rules;

4. God judging the failure (which ends the era).

	
	Era
	Title

(Age of)
	God’s Help
	New Conventions
	Failure
	Judgment

	1


	Before Fall
	Innocence
	God with mankind
	Obey and enjoy fellowship
	Ate the fruit
	Curse of sin & separation

	2


	Fall to Flood
	Conscience
	God’s law in the conscience
	Live by conscience
	Worldwide wickedness
	Worldwide flood

	3


	Flood to Abraham
	Governance
	Conscience

Government
	Capital punishment

& fill the earth
	Mankind huddled & built Babel
	Confusion of languages

	4


	Abraham to Egypt
	Promise
	Conscience

Government

Promises
	Have a family in the land of Canaan
	Ishmael and staying in Egypt
	Slavery, Arabs

	5


	Sinai to Jesus’ death
	Law
	Conscience

Government

Promises

Law
	Obey God’s 

law
	Israel repeatedly broke laws
	Captivity & dispersion

	6


	Jesus’ 1st to 2nd return
	Grace

(Church Age)
	Conscience

Government

Promises

Law

HS & Bible
	Obey God & spread good news of Savior
	Church shrinks from sin & apostasy
	Church removed & Great Tribulation

	7
	Jesus’ 2nd return to End
	Millennium
	All plus Jesus present
	Obey God and Jesus
	Rebellion at end
	Final Battle & judgment
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COUNTING THE ARMIES OF ISRAEL

Read Numbers 1:1-4.  The book of Numbers starts with the presumption that you’ve been reading the Book of Exodus and Leviticus.  It doesn’t explain context.  God told Moses to take a census of the fighting men of Israel, ages 20 and older.  They totaled 603,550 fighting men.  Tribes camped at assigned places on the four sides of the tabernacle.  What was their sign to break camp and move on?


TAKING THE NAZARITE VOW

Read Numbers 6:1-8.  What were the things a Nazarite could not do?

1. Not eat or drink anything that comes from ______________________

2. No _________ can cut his ___________.

3. Never go near a __________  ____________.

4. Never make himself ______________.

Do you know of a famous Nazarite?

What is the difference between a Nazarite and a Nazarene?

STIFF-NECKED PEOPLE MOVING OUT!

Read Numbers 10:11-13 and 33-36.  For the first time in about a year, Jehovah’s cloud rose and moved northward; Israel broke camp, got in order and followed.  For how many days did they travel?

Read Numbers 11:1-15.  What was different about Moses’ reaction to hardship this time?  What was the same as before?

Read Numbers 11:16-35.  What did Joshua try to do and why? 

How did Moses respond to him?

In what ways did Israel sin regarding the eating of food?
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NUMBERS








Reuben (46,500)


Simeon (59,300)


Gad (45,650)


Total: 151,450





SOUTH





THE LORD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU…





Check out the “Aaronic Blessing” in Numbers 6:24-26.  It is a wonderful gift to say to a friend and one of the passages most oft put to music.








EAST





Judah (74,600)


Issachar (54,400)


Zebulun 57,400)


Total:  186,400











NORTH





Dan (62,700)


Asher (41,500)


Naphtali (53,400)


Total:  157,600





Homework





Read Numbers 12-14.





What happened to Aaron and Miriam?





What did the spies find out about Canaan?





What was their recommendation?  Who had a different opinion?








WEST





Ephraim (40,500)


Manasseh (32,200)


Benjamin (35,400)


Total:  108,100








God & 


Stubborn People





Homework





Read Numbers 1:1-5, and then 10:11 through chapter 12.





What happened when Israel finally started moving again?





What happened to Aaron and Miriam?

















